The effects of the combination of phentolamine and vasopressin on hepatic and systemic hemodynamics in cirrhotic portal hypertensive dog model.
The experimental study was aimed at elucidating the effects of phentolamine and vasopressin used separately or in combination on hepatic and systemic hemodynamics in cirrhotic portal hypertensive dogs. The results showed that either of the two drugs used separately could lead to reduction in portal venous pressure and could also influence systemic hemodynamics or lower hepatic blood flow. When phentolamine in combination with vasopressin was administered, no side-effect could be found on hepatic and systemic hemodynamics, suggesting that the drugs used in combination could efficaciously decrease portal hypertension and counteract their respective side-effect. This combination therapy will be useful in treating bleeding from esophageal variceal rupture in cirrhotic patients with portal hypertension.